Freight Bates
to appreciate the regressiveness of these rates. The
Gwalior to Cuddalore rate would be 30-5 per cent of the
price. Allowing for an increase in the latter to even Rs. f>
permaund, the incidence would si ill be 20 per cent. As for
consignments from Cocanada to Tuticorin, the percentage
would be nearly 22. In comparing the incidence between
long and short distance, we must bear in mind that short
distance transportation costs must, of necessity, form a
small percentage of total costs. What should be compared
is the freight charge as between distances travelled. Viewed
that way, it will be seen that short distance rates on local
booking on the South Indian Railway are more regressive
in character. Let us take an example to clarify this.
Gwalior to Cuddalore is a distance of 1,400 miles, and
Chidambaram to Cuddalore is only 24 miles. The corres-
ponding rates are Rs. 1-0-11 and 1 anna respectively. At
the former rate the charge for Cuddalore to Chidambaram
should be 3-5 pies only or contrariwise, at the later rate
the freight from Gwalior to Cuddalore should be Us. 3-10-0.
But the actual charge is much less, i.e., the short distance
rate is more regressive than the long distance rate. It is
nearly 340 per cent of this. Cuddalore to Chidambaram
is too short a distance for comparison, so another example
may be taken: Cuddalore to Salem Market, a distance of
119 miles for whieh the freight is four and a half annas.
At this rate the charge from Gwalior to Cuddalore must
be Es. 3-5-0, which is 320 per cent of the actual rate.
Thus, however one might view it, the short distance charge
is exceedingly regressive. When the special short distance
charge which sometimes is levied is included, the regressive-
ness is increased further.
Needless to say, commodity grain movements do not take
place between primary markets, but between the producing
centres end the main distributing centres. In India, these
are invariably long distances apart, so that there is great
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